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Consider to what some of you have been advanc- 
ed. You have been raised to salvation. What 
manner of person ought we be ? You have been 
raised to that honor, walk worthly of it If I bad 
said that you had been elevated to be queens, like 
Esther, it would have been a poor elevation com- 
pared with that which you have actually received. 
Borne of you who are the favorites of heaven have 
leaned your head on Christ's bosom, and have been 
permitted to Bit where angles would wish to be ; 
you are near and dear to Jesus, and espoused to 
him in love. 

In addition to all this, the Lord has raised some 
of you out of poverty and brought you to compara- 
tive wealth, perhaps to positive wealth; and he 
has given you position which . once you never 
dreamed of. To this he adds domestic com flirt, 
and health, piosperity in all its froms. The Lord 
has also given you talent. I fear we have all of ub 
more ability than we use — but some have more 
talent than they themselves are aware of, and this 
perhaps they display in business, but never in the 
cause of God. 

Thus you are brought to the kingdom ; but why 
is it so ? I want you to consider why the Lord 
has brought you where you are. Do you think 
that he has done it for your own sake ? Does he 
intend all this merely that you may practice self- 
indulgence ? Can this be the design of God ? Do 
not tbink so. Whatever you have ia yours, 

NOT TO HOARD YOURSELF, 

or to spend upon yourself, but that you may use it 
as a good steward of God. Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom which God has giv- 
en thee for such a time as this, when there is need 
of thee and all that thou hast? 

Consider, next, at what a time it is that you 
have been thus advanced. You have been in- 
structed in the faith in a time when unbelief is 
rampart. What for ? Y ou have wealth when 
many are starving. Why is this? Do you^ think 
you are the proprietor ot what you have amassed ; 
or do you admit that you are a steward ? If yon 
are a steward, use not the g-uds intrusted to you 
•for your own ends, but for your Master; for if you 
do not, you , are a thief. Whenever a steward 
considers the estate his own property, and not 
his Master's he is a thief, and before long his Mas- 
ter will deal with him, and say, 'Give an account 
of thy stewardship ; for thou may est be no longer 
steward.' 

Consider, also, I pray you, under what very 
special circumstances you have come where you 
are. Many a man of business here today obtain- 
ing a satisfactory livelihood has a dozen times 
been within an inch of bankruptcy, and yet he bas 
obtained help, and passed the rock in safety. 
Some of you have been wellnigh ruined several 
times ; and yet you still have bread to eat and 
raiment to put on. It is a miracle in your eyes 
that jeu have not come to beggary. Let our spec- 
ial deliverances and memorable mercies be as the 
tongue of persuasion, constraining you to grateful 
service. 

Then I beg you to consider once more, with 
what singular personal adaptations you are en- 
f dowed for the work to which God has called you. 
1 1 believe you are endowed with special capacity 
| for a certain work, so that no one is so fitted for it 
Las yourself ; you are a key to lock which no other 
[key will fit so well. God has prepared you for the 
work for which yon are appointed. You are 
[(equipped for such work as 

THE LOUD HAS APPOINTED YOU ; 

{will you not at once get to your post? You say, 
rlf I could preach, I would gladly do it.' You 
I would not preach worthily unless you are even 
now prepared to do other service for which you 
(are fitted. You would be a disgrace to the pulpit 
lif you are useless in your home circle. If God en- 
trusts you with a single talent, and you do not use 
|it, neither would you use ten talents; for be that 

unfaithful in that which is least, would be 
mfaithful in that which is greatest. 

m. Thirdly, 

ASPIHE. 

I'Who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
ngdom for such a time as this t" Rise to the 
itmost possible height. Fulfil your calling to its 


loftiest degree. Not only do all that you are sure 
you can do, but aim at something which as yet is 
high up among the questions. Say to yourself, 
*Wbo knoweth?' That is what the ambitious 
man says when he aspires to be great. When 
Louie Napoleon was shut up in the fortess of Ham 
and everybody ridiculed his foolish attempts upon 
Prance, yet he said to himself, 'Who knows? I 
am the nephew of my uncle, and may yet sit upon 
the imperial throne ;' and he did so before many 
years had passed. I have no desire to make any 
man ambitions after the poor thorns and honors 
and riches of this world ; but I would fain make 
you all ardently ambitious to honor God and bless 
men. Who knows? Does anybody know what 
God may do by you ? 

Young man, I trust you have given your heart 
to the Lord ; what are you going to do ? You 
have come into some property unexpectedly ; or 
you are promoted in a house of business — what is 
the meaning of it ? 'Who knoweth whether thpu 
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this ? 
I believe that in dark times 

QOD IS MAKING LAMPS 

with which to remove the gloom. Martin Luther 
is sitting by his father's hearth in the forest when 
the Pope 1b selling his wicked indulgences ; he will 
come out soon, and stop the crowing of the cock of 
the Romish Christ-denying Peter. John Calvin 
is quietly stuyding when false doctrine is moBtrife, 
and he will be heard at Geneva. A young man 
is here this morning — I do not know wherebouts 
he is, but I pray the Lord to make this to be an 
ordinary sermon to him, starting him on his life- 
work. 

Further, 'Who knoweth thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?' You do not 
yourself now. I speak experimentally, using my 
own self as an instance in the work which God has 
enabled me to do. If it bad been revealed to me 
that I should have enjoyed the opportunities which 
have fallen to my lot, I could never have believed 
it. If the Lord could use me, he can use you 
Only stand in a waiting posture, saying, 'Here am 
I, send me !' and you shall see things which you 
did not expect. Who knoweth, brother or sister, 
whether thou art put in thy family to save thy 
family ? Who knoweth whether thou art made 
to live in a back street to bleBa that street? Who 
knoweth whether thou art set down in a forlorn 
district to upraise that district? Who knoweth 
whether thou art put into that nation to save that 
nation ? Ay, put into the world in Christ's name- 
to save the world ? Aspire to great things for 
God. 

iv. Our forth word is 

CONFIDE. 

'Who knoweth whether thou art come to the king- 
dom for such a time as this ?' If thou art come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this, be confident 
that thou are safe. If God has brought Esther to 
the throne that she may go in unto the king and 
save her people — go in, good Esther 1 Fear not 
the risk. Fast and pray your three days before 


fail for want of fervor. Never mind if men think 
you crazy. When you are overwhelmed yourself, 
the flood of zeal will bear alt opposition before it. 
When you become so fanatically insane as to be 
absorbed by a passion for the glory of God, the 
Balvation of men, the spread of truth, and the re- 
claiming of the fallen masses, there shall be 
about you the truest sanity and 'the mightiest 
force. May you feel such a passion to-day. 


you go, but be not dismayed. If the womanhood 


in you trembles in the prospect of death, let con- 
fidence in God override your fears. ComwelPs 
Ironsides to a man believed in the everlasting 
purpose, therefore they were invincible, for no fear 
ever breathed upon them. Though the hosts of 
the tyrant may be innumerable, yet with 

THE WAB CBV, 

'Th» Lord of hosts is with us,' wo will ride forth 
conquering and to conquer. Settle it in your mind 
that the Lord has called you to the work, and then 
advance without question or fear. Put your hand 
to the plough, and pause not Do the work with 
your might, Do not Btand asking bow ; do as you 
can. Do not stand asking when ; do it directly. 
Do not say, 'But I am weak' — The Lord is strung. 
There was a man who strove in the House of 
Commons for what he thought would be a great 
boon to seamen, but he could not prevail. At last 
he broke through all the rules of the Honae, and 
acted like a fanatic, and when everybody saw that 
the man was bo in earnest that he was going 
to faint and die, they said, 'We must do something;' 
and it was done. An enthusiasm which overpow- 
ers yourself is likely to overpower others. Do not 


Thoughts on the S. S. Lesson for June 23. Jesus 
Blsen. Mark xvf ; 1-13. 
After bis death Jesus is laid in the tomb of his 
wealthy friend by kind and loving hands. His 
disciples go about iheir business. 'Jesus who was 
to have been our King ifl no more. It is all over. 
Let'a go back where he found ue.' So they think 
and so they say. Right here the women by their 
constancy show their more steadfast character. 
Don't look down too much on your female friends 
my brother. In spite of all that has been said 
women ca:i excel at times. When you can fire 
men's minds M did Mrs. Stowe, or organize, and 
lead a great and glorious movement which promises 
to fill all earth and heaven with its glory as does 
Mifis Prances Willard, then will you have time to 
quote St. Paul and say, 'Let a women keep silent.' 
St. Paul could say that perhaps, but can you 
measure up to his standard? You want the aie- 
tei'B to come up to the will he has laid down for 
them, but do you come up to St. Paul ? 'Consid- 
er thyself,' JuBt let the women alone and in slang 
phrase 'Tend to your own (religious) business.' 
Those men who are moat eager in the work of 
Jcbub (I don't eay church work) are those who 
have least to say about the women being of no ac- 
count and having no right to work openly. These 
women in tho lesson 'Bought' what they brought. 
They came wandering about that big stone before 
the month of the sepulcher. How natural. How 
we worry about what we don't yet see and how we 
magnify the troubles along our way ! Thank God 
there is always an angel to roll the utone away if 
we do our part. Let the consecrated ones answer. 
Have yon not found it so my brother and my sis- 
ter? When engaged in the work of Jesus have 
not the stones been rolled away in a way which 
surprised you? Obstacles which you knew (or 
thought you knew) you must meet have passed 
away and melted down in such a way as to con- 
vince you that Jehovah ltveth and reigneth. 
There lies before me the magazine issued by Dr, 
Bernardo of London. He, twenty-three years ago, 
began caring for the orphans and friendless and 
outcaBtB of London with no backing but supreme 
faith in God. Today Iib has 3,100 children under 
hie care and not one dollar of endowment and at the 
beginning of this fiscal year there is not one 
shilling in the treasury. But angels roll away all 
the stones and bis work goes on because it is God's 
work. God Almighty is bound by tho strongest 
promises made by himself and his Son to look after 
his own. He dare not break them oven if he 
would, and he would not if he could. There is no 
trouble about that stone. Let it be what it may, 
it will be rolled away if you do your part, la it 
opposition on the part of relatives ? Is it bitter 
enemies ? Is it insincere friends ? Is it fear of a 
sharp tongue or is it want of confidence in your 
own ability ? This last is so often given as an ex- 
cuse for standing idle that I doubt if there is not a 
deeper reason beneath it. So often we hear men 
and women say, 'If I could talk like Bro. A or 
pray like Bro. B or sing like Bro. C I would go 
and take part in the prayer meeting' or other work. 
God will roll away that stone if you ask him in the 
right way. You are not finked to talk or pray or 
Bing like Bro. A or B or C, but only like Bro. I. 
That ib all and God will take away all obstructions 
that you may do it. 

'He is risen, Ho is not here.' 'Come see where 
the Lord lay.' These are the crowning words of 
the Btory. Had they never been uttered the story 
of the cross Would never have reached us and we 
would be groping in the blackness of spiritual 
darkness. 

R 


Life is the test of faith. — P. W. Robertson. 




